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Module Aim

This module aims to enable students to undertake a short piece of enquiry into a chosen
subject, appropriately negotiated in relation to their chosen specialism.

Expected Learning Outcomes
At the end of this module, students should be able to:
Knowledge and understanding:

1. Select an area of interest within their chosen specialism and critically rationalise the
choice in terms of relevance to continuing professional development;

2. Develop and negotiate learning outcomes against which the project can be evaluated;

3. Critically review a broad range of educational literature including empirical research
appropriate to their chosen area of study;

4. Critically analyse the emerging issues within their chosen topic and synthesise these
to their practice.

Assessment:
Two assessments will be undertaken by the participants and will consist of:

1. Alearning agreement to include negotiating and drawing up 3 personalised learning
outcomes and assessment criteria with the module tutor, by which the project can be
assessed;

2. A reflective and evaluative project in the context of the development of students’ own
practice, focussing on an issue within their specialism.

Participants will draw from a wide range of empirical research, texts and other supported
reading to underpin their argument.

Assessment | Learning Type of assessment | Weighting Duration | Word count
number Outcomes (if exam) | or equivalent
to be met if appropriate
1 1,2 Negotiated Learning 30% c. 1000
Contract
2 3,4 Project 70% c. 3000

Learning and Teaching Strategies

Initial lead lectures, followed by group or individual tutorials with a tutor, depending on the
area of interest chosen. The module will be learner-centred. Learners will be guided towards
appropriate texts for their chosen topic. The learner, in consultation with their module tutor,
will compile a learning agreement. The module tutor will then support the learner through
their negotiated study through a series of tutorials.

A series of workshops will also be conducted to enable learners to share their experiences.




Syllabus outline

Lead lectures:

Reflecting critically on theory and its links to professional practice;
Identifying identify an area for theoretical study;
Identifying and negotiating learning outcomes and marking criteria,;

Making appropriate use of research methods (investigative strategies) for application in
practice, including literature search and review;

e Conducting small-scale investigations.
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Journals
British Journal of Special Education
Journal of Research in Special Educational Needs

Special Educational Needs
http://senmagazine.co.uk/

Support for Learning
Web based resources:

National Association for Special Educational Needs
http://www.nasen.org.uk/

Learning Disability Today
http://www.learningdisabilitytoday.co.uk/complex-needs/



http://senmagazine.co.uk/
http://www.nasen.org.uk/
http://www.learningdisabilitytoday.co.uk/complex-needs/

